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20 Tied & Tickled Trio 


Alongside its sister groups The Notwist arxl Village Of Savoonga, this 



German town of Welheim on the post-rock map. By David Keenan 

26 The Primer: James Brown 

Peter Shapiro gets on the good foot for a beginner’s guide to the recordings of Soul Brother No 1. Mr 
Please Please. The Original Disco Man, The Minister Of The New New Heavy Funk, etc, etc 

32 Alan Licht 

The New York guitanst counts the likes of Rashied All, Jim O’Rourke and Loren MazzaCane Connors 
among his current collaborators. AC Lee meets a connoiseur of art rock, free jazz and Heavy Metal excess 


36 Bob Dylan’s voice 


He may not have a voice like Caruso, but Bob Dylan's larynx is a roaring instrument 
deepest recesses of the soul. Biba Kopf comes to praise the singer, not the song 


38 Invisible Jukebox; Squarepusher 


The original scientist of drill ‘n’ bass enters our mystery listening booth and tries to identify tracks by Jaco 


Pastorious, Soft Machine, Alec Empire, Throbbing Gristle, Iannis Xenakis and more. Tested by Rob Young 


42 Bjork 


In Reykjavik, the ice queen of avant pop talks to Louise Gray about the ‘soulful experimentalists', from 




48 Eugene Chadbourne 


Ben Watson gets a handhold on wie of tfie most disruptive elements in American music, a virtuoso 
prankster bouncing from free music summits to hillbilly versions of Bach 

54 John Mayer’s Indo-Jazz Fusions 

In the midst of 60s Swingin’ London, a Calcutta-born violinist helped broker the world’s first successful 
fusion of free jazz and Indian ragas. Rob Young hears the story of a historic heat exchange 
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Sam Rivers, Ryuichi Sakamoto, Scanner, Third Eye Foundation, Chris Watson, Hal Willner, Richard Youngs and more 
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fall of Death Row Records; plus new biogs of Bill Evans and The New York Dolls 84 Multimedia Tuning into 
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GlobalRemixes / OriginalVersions 

A collection of world music and ambient remixes in 

JAH WOBBLE; 

TRIBAL DRIFT: 

TRANSGLOBAL UNDERGROUND: 
LOOP GURU & YOUTH 

x2CD 

Released: 12TH October 
Available at all good record shops 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wke. 45-46 Poland Street, London WIV 3DF, 
orfex: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: fte_mre@uJ33nfiie.co.ufcPleaseincludeafun 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 




















soundings 


Festivals, happenings and special events 



■ies of concerts from the canon of 


Statesfde "innovators, rule breakers and iconoclasts". 
This month’s highlights include a specially arranged 


Music nights as part of this Nottingham multimedia 
festival, we host an array of vanguard live Electronca: 
To Rococo Rot. Rhys Chatham, Pluramon, and a special 

(Nottingham Malt Cross, 1 November, 7pm, S6/£4) 


. Carl Craig in Detroit and 4 Hero (The Bomb, 

30 October); and Kaffe Matthews plays her brand of 
live sampling Ambient (Angel Row Gallery, 4 



undoubtedly be the rarely performed four-hour Morton 
Feldman chamber piece For Philip Guston (played by 
John Tilbury, Daothy Stone and Simon Allen), and a 
solo piano recital by Terry Riley (20). Other nights 



Solomon performing piano music by Ivk and Sorabji 
(13); and the hyperdense piano music of Keith Barnard 


(18). Concerts take place at London's Conway Hall, 
Burgh House and Rudolf Steiner House; call 0171 


The usual galaxy of international jazzers and World 
Musicians will be descending on the capital for this year's 
concert extravaganza, which takK place at various 
locations including the South Bank Centre and Barbican 
(6-17 November). Blasting off with a drum-centric 
performance by The Art Ensemble's Lester Bowie and 
South African drum ambassador Louis Mobolo (7 
November), you can also hear fu^ pioneer Chick 
Corea (71; acclaimed Brazilian vocalist Virginia Rodrigues 
(9); punk jazz iconoclast Billy Jenkins improvising film 
accompaniments (10); Evan Parker with London 
Saxophonic (111; and John McLaughlin (11). The LMC 


Leeds’s long running Improv venue hosts a three night 
scream-up, with noise from Costes, Acidfuck, Death 
Squad, Radiosonde and Chapter 23 (6 November); 
electroacoustics from Michael Pnme, Geert Peytons, 
Projea DARK and Jowinow Produrtions (7); and 
Termite stalwarts Beck/Hession/Fell plus Helmut 
Lemke. John Jasnoch and Rob Dainton (8). Leeds 

Ballroom International 

Berlin, organised by Berlin's Kitty-Yo and City Slang 
labels (28-29 November). On the Saturday, Tarwater, 


Noel Akchote, Erik Minkinnen, Caroline Kraabel, John 
Edwards and Mark Sanders (The Spitz, 6-8). Also in 
town vnll be Joshua Redman, Joe Lovano, Geh Allen, 
Nitin Sawhney, John Surman, Cheb Mami, Alex 
ifoline:0171 405 5974 


& Wolfstein play live, with DJing from The Wire Sound 
System and DJ Bleed. Sunday's performers are 
Sebadoh, To Rococo Rot Kante, Laub, Phoneheads 
and Velma, with deckspinning from Ronnie & Clyde. DJ 
Mane and Hybrid. Berlin Volksbiihne, info 00 49 30 
283 914 50, or e-mail: Mty-yoi^r.netsuii.de 


Guitar Swarm group (31 Oaober); while earlier on the 


premiere of his PKm Concerto (1 November); Philip 
Glass supervises his Ginsberg-influenced Hydrogen 
Mebox (23); and The City Of London Sinfonia play 


(26). Henry Rollins delivers a spoken word trade (9). 
and Newband set up Harry Ranch’s original instruments 
(27;, Minimalist grandaddy La Monte Young 
directs his Theatre Of Eternal Music Brass And String 
Ensemble for the first time on British soil (1 December). 


This year celebrating 21 years of foisting 20th century 

special guests include US heavyweights Getxge Crumb, 
Elliott Carter, Steve Reich and Terry Riley. Highlights 
include the installation House (a collaboration between 
poet Simon Armitage, Scanner and theatre designers 
Louise and Wils Wilson); the UK premiere of Tan Dun’s 
opera Marco Polo (22 November), Terry Riley and 
bassist Stefano Scodanibbio in improvising mode (28), 
Newband performing Harry Partch (29); and Steve 
Reich and Beryl KoroTs new 'video opera’ Hhdenburg 
(29). Huddersfield (various venues), 18-29 November. 
Box Office 01484430528 


Webbers parallel season of underground American flrr 
continues at the Lux Cinema between 1 -8 November; 
calioni 684 0201 


Contemporary tonal music is the theme of this London 
festival (4-20 November). The highlights will 


Sbll in Berlin, the excellent FMP organisation host their 
regular Improv fest (4-8 November), including Louis 
Sclavis, Jean-Marc Montera, King Ubu Orchestra, Misha 
Mengelberg, Alexander Von Schlippenbach. Matthew 
Shipp. Vinko Globokar and more Berlin Podewil. info: 
00 49 30 394 1756, fax 00 49 30 394 2502 


Music Unlimited 

This yearly music meeting in Weis, Austria celebrates 

fractured noise. Appearing over three days are The Art 
Ensemble Of Chicago, Ken Vandermark’s DKV Trio, 
Tied & Tickled Trio, Techno Animal, Calexico, Hamid 
Drake. Leo Smith, Richard Teitelbaum & Gunter Muller 

00 43 7242 56375, e-mail; mschaecht-schlachthof 
&ptv.telecon.at. □ 
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Quick fire interviews with musicians in the news 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month . . . 


Puglia 
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pnmer 


An occasional series in which we offer a beginner's guide to 
the must-have recordings of some of our favourite musicians. 
This month, Peter Shapiro gets on the good foot with 
James Brown. Illustration: Savage Pencil 



circulation. Then the label placed Brown's catalogu 
the hands of scholars and former associa 
White, Harvey Weinger and Alan Leeds. They have 
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New York avantist Alan Licht loves art rock, free jazz and Metal excess, That’s why Loren 
MazzaCane Connois, Rashied AH and Jim O ’Rourke are aU dying to play with him. By AC Lee 




















fHE NOfWIST 

^SHRINK* 


limited edition gatefold vinyl 

and compact disk available 28/9/98 


duophonic super 45s • po box 3787, london, sc22 9dz 
distributed by vital 


CalArts School ot.Music 

Innovative Programs for the 21st Century 






























Bob Dylan’s reputation as a brilliant 
has declined, shifting the focus to Dylan 






















songwriter overshadows his exciting, if erratic singing voice. Over the years, his writing output 
a performer with the experience to put flesh on the bones of his early songs. Words: Biba Kopf 


rnof ihe song... 
































invisible Jukebox 



! the drum rhytfim 




invisible jukebox 








invisible Jukebox 






gie idea of norths 


Icelandic singer Bjork has notletwoS^de success cramp her desire for musical experiment, 
of the ‘soulful experimentalists’ — from Stockhausen to 808 State — who keep her world turning 



On the contrary, she has used her fame to raise the profile 
Words: Louise Gray. Photography; Frank Bauer 




































y; free music summits and banjo recitals of Bach, 
Chadbourne is the American underground’s 
Photography: Amy & Tanveer 
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Chadbourne vs Jenkins 



if I ill 















Amid the Anglo-Asian cultural flirtations of the 1960s, an Indian violinist and a black British free 
jazz player carried out the world’s first successful Indo-Jazz fusion. Violinist John Mayer recalls 
some historic encounters. Words: Rob Young. Photography: Maria Ramstrom 
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A QUICK KILLING IN ART 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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Charles Amirkhanian 
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Project Dark 
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K/t critical beats 


Reviewed by Peter Shapiro 


DI Faust, Shortee & Craze 


1 ; - Jeep Beat Collective! 1 

,1 . ■ ^ obO i ■ 

DJ Scud & Christoph Fringelli : ] : : . , ; 






soundcheck 







soundcheck 










soundcheck 


in brief jazz 

Reviewed by Chris Blackford ■ ' '■ / 
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Kit bt^tCf outer limits 

Reviewed by David Keenan 

Kid-6061 I,,.’!.. '..■ .,1. 

James Plotkin/Mark Spybey 
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Various Artists 
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New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 
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art lose the InfoWt 


: Ars Electronica 98 


Paul timiio 
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Going live; festivals, concerts, 
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November's selected live events, club spaces and broadcasts 











out there 




















































































































































IVee CD! Free magazines! 

Our November offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a CD or three extra issues — FREE! 






As an alternative to our free 
CD offer, take out your first 
subscription to The Wire 
today and get three extra 
copies absolutely FREE. That 
means your first yearly 
subscription will run for 15 
issues instead of the usual 12, 
making a saving of over 30 
per cent on the shop price 


UK J £30 • EUROPE J (Air) £35 • USA □ $60/£35 • REST OF WORLD J Air £50 □ Surface £35 



3555 ■ +44 ( 0)171 287 4767 WIRE 

iuJbscrihe via the Mfeh; www.dfuse.com/the-wire 










































epiphanies 


For Mike Barnes, life would have been a bummer, were it not for Uirnnagumma 
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HERBIE HANCOCK 
GERSHWIN’S WORLD 

The work of one 20th century genius - reinvented by another. 



Herbie Hancock leads guests from the 
worlds of jazz, pop, and classical music in a 
boldly adventurous and beautiful tribute for 
George Gershwin's centennial. It's the 
essence of Gershwin - and quintessential 
Herbie Hancock. 


with special guests 

Kathleen Battle 

Chick Corea 

Joni Mitchell 

Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra 

Wayne Shorter 

Stevie Wonder 





























